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Voters support project; budget development underway 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the community for its support of 

the District’s 2009 Capital Project proposition which was approved by voters on 

December 1.  While the turn-out was light, the favorable response was overwhelming 

with the project winning approval by a vote of 867 to 215. The $29.5 million project 

will result in much needed infrastructure improvements at all 13 schools with a major 

focus on our three high schools.  

Because of the successful December vote, the District is now in a position to 

secure designated federal stimulus funds through the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act. We plan to allocate $4.4 million of these federal dollars to 

renovate outdated high school science classrooms and laboratories across the 

District, creating 21st century learning centers for students.  Our local community will 

see a direct benefit from these federal dollars. Also, the capital project work qualifies 

for state building aid. The District will be reimbursed by the state for nearly the 

entire cost of the project over a 15-year period. Of course, this money also comes 

from your state tax dollars.  But as a New York state resident, a portion of what you 

pay in state taxes has been set aside already to help finance school building projects 

from Long Island to Buffalo. The District’s capital project will be put your state tax 

dollars to work here in Williamsville.      

Now we must focus on the budget development process for next year. It goes 

without saying that it is going to be a very difficult budget year. Like last year, the 

challenging economic climate combined with the fiscal uncertainties at the state and 

federal levels mean that the school district, like businesses, families, and other 

government entities, must be cautious and conservative.  The District will closely 

monitor the economic climate and its budget implications, particularly at the state 

level. I remain optimistic that Williamsville’s track record of sound financial planning 

and strong community support has positioned us to address the fiscal challenges 

ahead. Williamsville has a thorough and in-depth annual budget development 

process that is transparent to the community.  I encourage everyone to stay 

informed about the District’s budget-building process by attending school board 



 

 

meetings or watching the taped broadcast on-line via our website, 

www.williamsvillek12.org. We will post regular updates about the budget discussions 

so please check the site regularly.  

Finally, I would like to reassure you that the school district continues to partner 

with the Erie County Department of Health concerning the H1N1 health concern. 

According to health officials, vaccination remains the best protection from the virus 

and the best place to receive vaccination is from your health care provider. However, 

in collaboration with the Health Department, the District will be an active participant 

in helping to get children vaccinated. Parents will soon receive a letter providing 

information about vaccination clinics at school locations within the District. The 

dates, times and sites of these clinics will be determined by vaccine availability and 

responses received from this letter.   

This is a busy time for all of us but please take time to enjoy your family and 

friends during the holiday season. My best wishes for a very healthy, happy and 

peaceful Holiday Season. 

 


